




















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































SWCCO-M ' ' 9 QOctober 1975
Mr, W. 0. Nelson, Jr.

In addition to the pbove, the Fish and Wildlife Service and the National
Marine Fisheries Service recomrusended that disposal area 128 be eliminated
and that areas 127 and 129 be confined within levees, This recommendation
wes mede prior to the last maintenance dredgling of this reach of the
channel., In accordance with the recommendation, areca 128 was not used

end arcas 127 and 129 were leveed, resulting in depletion of practically
all available eapacities betwecen Stations 775+500 and 804-000.

In order for us to continue to cocply with the intent of the recormendations,
replacenent disposal sreas are required. We have reviewced our long-term
requirements in this area and for the reach of channel between Stationas
7754000 and 804+000 & minfmum of 300 sacres are required, It is not necessary
that the acreage be In one tract. It would be preferable if four areas

ebout equally spaced along the channel and no wore than 1,000 feet from the
channel could be made available, However, each arca should have a minimmm
glze of 50 acres.

Please review this matter and advise me as to your intentions concermning
the perwmits, If you Lnow of other zlternatives, we would be interested

in discussing them. If you have sy questicns or neced additional informa-
tion, please call J, D, Bisgell, AC 713-763-1211, Ext, 315. :

Sincerely yours,

5 Incl DON §, McCOY

1. USF&S 1ltr, 12 Nov 74 Colonel, Corps of Engineers
‘w/reply 6 Feb 75 District Engineer

2. USF&IS ltr, 21 Feb 75
w/reply 25 Apr 75

3. USP&NS ltr, 23 May 75

4, XIFS ler, 18 Kov 74
w/reply 18 Feb 75

5.  NMFS Ltr, 7 Mar 75
w/reply 25 Jun 75
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Rockport Conservation Association, Inc.

OFFICERS For 25 Years A Non-Profir Corporation DIRECTORS
ENGG P. O. Box 721 - CAPT. BROWN
President ROCKPORT, TEXAS 78382 : Whooping Crane
February 14, 1974 COL. Wm. M. BROWN
I FIELDS ' Ret. U.SAF
Vice Pres. & Sec'y. ‘ ANTOINE GRAYIB, m.0.
W. E. HAYNES
Y. COCHRAN R L IRWIN
Treasurer . L

Col. Don S. llcCoy
Galveston District Engineer
Corpes of Engineers
P.0. Box 1229
Galveston, Texas 77550 .

Dear Col. HleCoy:

Reference is n2de to public notice No. T Vi ~H—”2, deted Janusry 21,
1975, Eaintensnce Dredging, Gulf Intracoastal Waterway (Fain Channel)
San Antonio Rav to Corpus Christi Bzy. The vproject zs described in
this public notice is ininical to the fish and wildlife interests of
The Texas Cozstal Waters.

The value of the weters traversed by the ITWV to Fish and wildlife
resources ig well cdocurmnpunted. The nursery, rﬁarjng ground and harvest
areas are essential to the survial of the aport and commercial fisheries.
waterfowl and nunsrous snore birds are dependent on these waters and
assocliated marshes.

e believe it is evident, and adequately documented, that turbidity and
sedimenvation are major acdverse factors affecting the preductivity of
these waters. Dredging, along with current methods of gpoil disposal
have in the vast, are presently, and port end for the future, to be
major destroyers of fish and wildlife resources in this area.

Installation of the project in the manner described in the public notice
will aggravate the conditions that most need to be abated if producvivity
of the Texas Coastal weters is to be mazintained. Overboard disposal of
spoil will be highly detrimental. We also believe that as an englineering
practice open water spoil disvosal has proved undesirable as the dredged
materials freoaently washbaclz into the dug channels. It is a good way

to ensuwre that malgften nce dredging will soon be needed again.

The Environmental Statement on Page 5 of the public nofice starts with
the premise that the provposed work will significantly benefit the
economic and social well-being of the public. This is a biased approach.

454



.
-

! Fage ».

Col. Don S. HeCoy
Galveston District Engineer

The beneficial and adverse effects of the project, both tangible

and intanrible, should be thoroughly analized and clearly set forth
so that those concered with the project can determine for themselves
its impact. How will destruction of a resource that attracts vistors
to the area be economic benefit to those who derive their livihood
from tourlism? How will destruction of nursery and rearing grounds,
essential to perpebtuation of the fisheries be of econcmic benefit to
the commercial fisheries industry? How will the social well-being

of the people who dervie a substantial part of their recreation from
fishing these waters 5% benefitted?

It is @ifficult to derive anything meaningful from the last paragraph
page 5 of the public notice. Our understanding of the last sentence

is that modification in the provosed spoil disposal plan will be made
only 1f there is no adverse impact on navication interests., Ve re-
cognize the importance of navication to our national and local eeoneny
but cannot condone destruction of valuable natural resources to achieve
an equivocal benefit.

The Rockport Conservation Association is strongly orposed to the project
as now proposed. All dredsed material must be desposed of in a manner
that will not Jjeopardize the nursery, rearing grounds and harvest aread
so essential to the sport and commercilial fisheries. Ve ursge you to
cooperate fully with State and Federal Fish and Wildliife agencies to
achieve this end.

Very Truly Yours,
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SWGCO -M . 27 March 1975

Mr, Ed Tengg

President

Rockport Conservation Association, Inc.
P. 0, Dox 721

Rockport, Texas 78382

Dear lir. Tengg:

This 4% in reply to your letter of 14 Pebruary 1975 addressing Public
Hotice bHo. IWW-M-13. Tae poublic notice addressed maintenance dredping
of the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway (tain Channel) ~ San Antonio Bay to
Corpusa Christi Bay,. :

It iz epparest irom your letter that you have not had the opportunity to
review the Draft Envircnzental Statcuwent for uiaintenance of the GIWW. A
copy ir fncloscd for vonr informztion. YWe are in the process of coumpleting
the finul stutesent and finsliring ocur coordinmation with the varicus agen-
cies responsible for protection of fish end wildlife resources.

Although the Corps of Engineers is charged primarily with maintenance of
navigation, we area alsc oblipated to talte all reassonsble measures to ve-
duce adverse environuental cffects that cculd repult from our projects.
To this end, 'ra adopt recommendations made by the U, 5. Fish and Wildlife
Bervice, the Hational Marina Ficheries Ezrvice, and the Texas Parks and
Wildl{fe Department to the meximum extent practicable, Bpecial afforts
are made to protect veluable habitat such as nursery grounds.

‘We beliocve thet the inclosed Environmental Statemsnt, Volumes 1l and 11,
will answer the questions contained in your lettar.

Sincerely yours,

1 Incl E. D. McGEHREE
As gtated Chief, Construction-
Operationa Division
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OFFICERS {  For 2% Years A Non.Profit Corporation ; “ DIRECTCRS
. TENGG. v, P. O. Box 721 CAPT. BROWN
Prosident ROCKPORT, TEXAS 78382 Whaooping Crane
. COL. Wm. M. BROWN
AN FIELDS Ret. U.S.AF
Vice Pres. & Sec’y. May 30, 1975 ANTOINE GRAYIB, M.D.
W. E. HAYNES
. W, COCHRAN R L [RWIN

Treasuser

Digtrict Engineer

Corps of Engineers, Galveston District
P.0. Box 1229

Galveston, Texas 77550

Dear Sir:

We are in receipt of Mr. McGehee's letter of March 27th
enclosing a draft copy of the Environmental Impact
Statement on Maintenance Dredging, GIWW, Texas Section.
We object to the project as now proposed because of

the unwarranted environmental damages it would cause

by destroying substantial areas of valuable aguatic
habitat.

Mr., McGehee's letter states that you have adopted re-
commendations made by the U.Se Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vicey, The National Marine Fisheries Service, and the
Texas Parks and Wildlife Dept. to tThe maximum extent
practicable. We have not read the material provided
in its entirety, but have reviewed those portions
where our greater interest lies. We are not satigfied
with the extent to which favorable consideration has
been given to interests other than navigation.

We have also had the opportunity to review a copy of
Mr. Mc Gehee's letter of April 25th to Mr. W. O. Nelson,
Regional Director, Alburuerque, New Mexico. This let-
ter indicates you have rejected the most vital recom-
mendations of the fish and wildlife agencies. Your .
excuse seems to be that you have not made adequate
provision for spoil disposal at such sites and in

such a manner that serious environmental damage would
not occur. You would pass this responsibility off to
others. We feel the onus is on the Corps. This is a
Corps project including spoil disposal.

The approach to fish and wildlife damages in The Draft
environmental statement borders on offhand dismigs-
al of important matters. No serious
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Rockport Conservation Association, Inc.

OFFICERS {  For 235 Years A Non-Profit Corporation ( " DIRECTORS
TENGC: . P. O. Box 721 CAPT. BROWN
President ROCKPORT, TEXAS 78382 Whaoping Crane
COt. Wm. M. BROWN
AN FiELDS Ret. US.AF.
Vice Pres. & Sec'y. ANTOINE GRAYIB, M.D.
W. E. HAYNES
W. COCHRAN R L IRWIN

Treasurer
District Engincer
May 30, 1975

consideration is given to protecting these resources.
The greatest effort is in devising means of avoiding
responsibility in this direction. The attitude ex-
pressed in discussing adverse environmental damages
which cannot be avoided is anything but constructive.
Segments subject to damage are shrugged off by des-
cribing them as fractional vercentages of total bay
bottoms along the Texas coast. I wonder what fraction
of a percent of Texas marine tonnage is ssrved by
these same segments. I'm sure such a process of min-
imization would be offensive to you.

The federal and state fish and wildlife agencies have
the expertise to prescribe specific measures to pro-
tect these intersosts. Therefore we will not attempt
to review thesze needs. However, there is an area of
great concern on which we would comment. Cverboaxd
spoil disposal along the cut through Red Fish Bay
would cause great damace to high value nursery area.
If the spoil cannot be contained on high ground to
the west or otherwise disposed of in a manner that
would not damace Red Fish Bay, we believe the losses
outweigh any benefit that could be dervied from the
channel.

It is understood that you have to follow the laws and
statutes wherein you are directed, as your primary
function in this instance, to provide for navigation.
You are also directed to give consideration to other
matters in the national interest. We believe this means
a deligent effort to protect and perpetuate these
resources.,

Your Orders and Regulations and Erngineering Manual
contain proceedural detail, but even within these
guidelines much latitude still remains for the in-
dividual to determine how much or how little will be
done in the matter of environmental protection. We
sincerely hope that instead of the pattern set in the
draft environmental gstatement you will make every ef~
fort to do as 1ittle harm as possible in the pursuit
of your navigation project.

= . — 458
Very truly TP :>/ _
Ed Tengg | (b/r ‘&/f“/’
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EWGCO-M 26 June 1975

-

Mr. Bd Tengg

President

Rockport Conservation Association, Inc.
P. 0. Box 721

Rockport, Texsaa 78382

_ Dear Mr, Tengg:

,

This s to ecknowledge receipt of vour 30 May 1975 letter commenting in
general on the Draft Environmental Statement for maintenance of the Gulf
Intracoastal Watervay (GIWW) end on our letter of 25 April 1975 to the U. §,
Fich end Wildlife Service concerning Fublic Motice lio. IWW-M-13, Maintenance
Dredging, GIWW (Hain Chamnel) San Antonio Bay to Corpus Christi Bay.

We regret that your organization {s not satisfied with the measures proposed

to reduce adverse environmental effects on this project., The Corps has ex-
pended considerable effort coordinating acceptable disposal plans with various
fish snd wildli{fe agencies. YKumerous revisions have been incorporated in the
plans to mske the vroject &s envircmmentally acceptable as possible within
reasonsble monetary constraints. I em surs that you recognize the difficulcy
in echieving total sgreement in all matters when coordinating diverse interests.

Huch of our difficulty in coordinating an acceptabla disposal plan oan the CIWW
atems from tha fsct that until recently we did not have a spousor for most of
this project. Under the exisring project suthorization we do not have authority
to expend Federal funds to scquire edditiomal or alternate disposal areas. ASs
you are probably swvare, the last session of the Texas Leglislatura passed Senate
B11l 472 authorizing tha State of Texar to egponsor the GIWW, As appropriations
bacome availeble, wa will work with tha State for alternste digposgl areas to
enable us to ceaze use of those areas that are environmentally sensitive. How-
ever, in the interim, should dredging be required, we must continue to utilize
those areas wva have used over the years.

Ivasmuch ae your latter recopnizas the expertiss of the various Federal and

Bteate fipgh cond wildliife omencies, plessa be assured that we are continuing to
coordinate our maintenance program with those agencies to make our navigation
projects more compatible with the environment. Your letcer will be placed in
our permanent file znd your views end comments on this matter gre appreciated.

" $incearely yours,

E. D. McGFHEE
Chief, Construction-
Operations Division
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OFFICERS

ED TENGG
President

DEAN FIELDS

Vice Pres. & Sec'y.

M. W, COCHRAN
Trecsurer

-\‘

Rockport Conservation Asscciation, Inc. - - -
For 25 Years A Non-Profir Carporation ) DIRECTORS
P. O. Box 721 CAPT, BROWN
ROCKPORT, TEXAS 78382 . Whoaping Crone
COL. Wm. M. BROWN
Ret. WS AF.
ANTOINE GRAYIB, M.D.
J'U.ly 2;1 , 1975 W. £ HAYNES
R L IRWIN

Departument of the Army

Galveston District, Corps of Engineers
P.0. Box 1229

Galveston, Texas 77550

Attention: E. D. McGehee, Chief
Construction Coerations Divisdon

Thank you for your letter of June 26, re-
garding the Public Notice No.,TWiW-M-13 and
my letter of May %0. It iv¢ hoped that the
State will be able to provide spoil sites
under the recently enacted legislation that
will be less inimical o the environment.

I am afrzid all is not yet clear sailinga
The provision of alternative sooil sifes in
providing funds and on the zctive concern
of the Corps and vthe State Highway Depart-~
ment in wvorking to obtain the desire@#
sites. .

If we can be of any assiskance please
contact us.

Sincerely

ENTore

Ed Tengg

ED/£j
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SOUTHERN METHODIST UNIVERSITY

Environmental Law Clinic SCHOOL QF LAW
Telephone: 214-692-2855 DavrrLas, TEXAs 75275
February 7, 1975

Col. Don S. McCoy, C.E.

Department of the Army

Galveston District, Corps of Engineers
P. O. Box 1229

Galveston, Texas 77550

RE: Public Notice No. IWW-M-13
Dear Col. McCoy:

The aforementioned Public Notice advises that an area extending
from San Antonio Bay to a point Southwest of Aransas Bay may be subject
to dredging operations within the near future. The same notice advises
that presently no Environmental Impact Statement has been composed or
filed reguarding this area. Consequently, the adverse effects of the
dredging and disposal operations on water guality, fish and ambient
wildlife cannot truly have been fully evaluated.

Therefore, before an "emergency situation' develops I would
think it most propitious to evaluate the area to make a comprehensive
determination of any possible adverse effects. Specifically, evaluations
should be made regarding:

1. The impact of the project upon the natural physical environme nt
and upon damage to the stream bottom;

2. The loss of habitat to ambient floral, fauna, recreational, and
concomitant ecological loss;

3. The vegetation loss which functions as a primary habitat for
holding sedentary species within the region, and finally;

4. As the subject area contrasts with surrounding land types it may
be viewed as a separate ecosystem. Hence it too must be con-
sidered as it would be severly disrupted and permanently altered
by the project. Therefore, a more through evaluation of this
aspect should be made before proceeding.

Consequently, a public notice concerning the relative environme ntal
effects of this project should be scheduled. As an "emergency' may develop
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within the immediate schedule please initiate this as quickly as
possible.

Thank you for giving this matter your attention.
Sincerely yours,

(f. Rochelle
Student

JR:ef
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BWoCOo-M FEB 25 1975

Mr. J. Rochalle

Southern Methodist University
Eavirormantal Law Clinic
School of Lay

Dallas, Texas 75273

Desr l{r. Eochella:

ne.caip: 48 ecknowledged of your lettcr dated 7 Februxry 1975 pertaining

Public Dotice o, IU7-1-13, dated 21 Jexnuary 1973, concsrning main-
tananc.c dred~ing of tha Gulf Iatrecozstal Vaterway (Hain Channel) from
8gn Antonio Lay to Corpus Christi 3ay.

Your letter usted that an Favirowesatal Irmget Rigtesent hze not hasn
cornorad or filed rewsarding this roech of the Gulf Inrracocstal Usiereay
{GIRI)s Thiz fip in coryer eg the poblic notice states a Drnft Luvirooenntel
Stetemant a:z% besn precared and wos yYilad with the Council ea Dnvirvmrantal
{uelity oa 30 Cotober 3674, greonta heva beoan saceived on the Drair linvizon-
rentel Etet »._..,f,nt ami ths Pinal Soviroameatsl Stotessat 1s baiesg ecopnleted,

Wa saticipata baviog the I'inal Bovircrsental Statement filed with €. dn

thas late spring or early swwner of 1973,

Current hydrographic suvrvays show 5o exiating chosls in this vesch of the
¢harmal. Unless storcs or hieh wstor conditicns sceelerata shoglion, ws
do Bot anticipate dredging this roach of the GITH duriug caleudar yesr 1875,

¥a would alsze 1ike to rafar you to 33 C.F.R, 209.143, pt.hus‘md in tha
Fodoral Resister on 22 Jaly 1974, vhieh prascribas the policies, arscticss
snd procedurcy £0 ba foliocwed by rll Coxps of Urgiosers inatallstiens in
cornection with review of Fedoral prrojects uiich invelve the dispozal of
dredzed material, In thos zvenulation, we gre roguived 2o igsoe a pubiic
notice, mche an'Environmenstal Aszezamant, ond prepare a ftatewent of
Findinos, Tha Hovirormontal Assessment evalustes the fouar gpecifics you
putlinad cnd the proceduares acd molicies outlined in 33 C,F.R. 202,158
ars baing folloved. Those docucenss, as well =8 coemants recelved {rom
tha public notice, are forwvardsd to tia Envircrmental Protectien Agency
for roview and dispoasl srea dasignation.

-

463

¥



EWNGCO-M
Mr. J. Fochells

Your letter concluded by stating e public notice concerming the relative
anvironmental eflecte of thisg projoszt phould ba echaduled., Tha referenced
pudblic notice was fssuad as proscribad by the regulation. Ke do not see
any nced or benefits to be caerived by ths issuancs of a second Public
Notica, :

Bincerely yours,

DON 8. McCOY ™~
COLONEL, CE _
DISTRICT ENGINWEER

-

464



Crty oF CorPus CHRISTI, TEXAS

MAYDOR
JASDOM LUBY

CITY CDUNECIL

WJAMER T, ACUFF

MAYDR Fac TIM
REV. HAROLD T. BRANCH
RICARLGD OONZALEZX
THOMAE V. GOMIALES
OABE LDZANG, BR,
. HOWARD BTARK

February 10, 1975

CITY MANAGER

M. MARVIN TOWNBEND

CITY BECRETARY
BILL 0. READ

CITY UFFICES

J02 ROUTH BHOREL INE

POST QFFICE BOX 9277
PHOHNE [5%12] BH&-3I01)

ZiF COCE 78408

District Engineer

Galveston District, Corps of Engineers
ATTN: SWGCO-M

P. 0. Box 1229

Galveston, Texas 77550

Re: Public Notice No. IWW-M-13 dated January 21, 1975

Bear Sir:

The City of Corpus Christi has reviewed the proposed maintenance
dredging of the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway (Msin Channel) from San
Antonio Bay to Corpus Christi Bay and offers no objection to the
proposed project.

The Intracoastal Waterway is vital to the City of Corpus Christi

and its maintenance is essential to this City's economic potential.
We look forward to seeing the project completed.

Sincerely, ré;i
/Af//i—(_v. %f M b )
R. Marvin Townsend

RMT/dz
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EWGCO-M : 19 Yebruary 1975

Ur, E, Marvin Tovnzend

City liroager

City of Corpus Christi

302 South Shorelina

P, 0. rox 9277

Corpus Christi, Texes 78403

Deszr Mr. Townsend: .

"o '
ﬁoceipt in acknowled ad of wour lefter ctucerainy Public Notfca Ko,
IRE-}H-13, 2ated 21 Jonusry 1975, evncernirg nsintenancs dredging of
the Gulf Intracoastzl VWaterway (Hadn Chsannal) from Gan Antonio Eoy
to Corpus Cariatd Bay. : B

Your revi:w gnd fnd roorent of the project were spprociated,

- Biocerely yours,

- " .. B. D, YioCRERE ‘
" : Chief, Construction-
. - Oparatiomp bDivigloa
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REALIOR ¥ IRWIN INDUSTRIES, INLC.

GENERAL CONTRACTING - PALM HARBOR HOMES & LDTB - PALM HaRBOR TRAVEL PARK - BOAT BARNS

PALM HARBOR SUBDIVISION
P, O. Box 1286
ROCKPORT, TEXAS 7B382

PHOoNE 729-2731
729-5699

March 4,1975

Department O0f The Army

Corps of Engineers, Galveston District
P.0O.Box 1229

Galveston, Texas 77550

Re: Public Notice No., IWW-M-13

Dear Sirs:

* As an interested party in the preservation of marine and
migratory wildlife in Redfish Bay located south of Rockport,
I wish to offer assistance in the propoesed maintance dredging
of the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway.

I can provide the Corps of Engineers with dry land disposal
areas,that could replace offshore disposal sites No.147,148,
1&9,and150. The spoil from these sites can be placed on shore

ony my property paralieling the Intraccastal Waterway. The runoff
from these disposal areas can be controlled with a minimum
amount of leveling, Any site preparation needed would be done

by the owner at no expence to the Corps.

Please consider these disposal sites as a alternative to further
filling up Redfish Bay. The suggested on shore sites are available
for your inspection and study, Please feel free to call upon me
for any further information.

Sincerely: - _
o : :

Raunlie L, Jrwin Jr.‘
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SWGCO-M | 12 March 1975

Mr., Raylie L. Irwin, Jr.
Irwin Icdustries, Inc.
Palm Harbor Subdivision
P. 0. Box 1286
Rockport, Texas 78322

Dear Mr. Irwin:

Réceipt is acknowledged of your letter covzorning Public Hotice Ho., TWW-
M-~13, dated 21 Jaruary 1375, pertaining to the maintenance Jdredging of
the Gulf Intracoastal Vatervay.

We are requesting our Corpus Chrirti Avea Zn.inesr to make a site
investigation of the zsltorrata Ci nosac s8ites you have olfcred.

Thank you for your interest {n this area.

Sincerely youras,

'E. D. KcCFHER
Chief, Constructione
Oparations Division
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EWGCo-M 22 April 1975

Mr. Rsulie L, Irwin, Jr.
Irwin Industries, Inc.
P. 0. Box 1286

Rockport, Texas 78382

*

Daar Mr, Irwin:

Thie 8 in reply to your § March 1975 letter and confirms subgequent
discussions by iir. W. A. Gky~Eagle, Jr., concerning your offer of lands
for disposal of maintenance materials dredged from ths Gulf Intracoastai
Watarvey.

Pursuant to Mr. Sky-Eagle's meeting with you, we find that your properties
are located sijacent to a reach of the main channel (epproximate GIWW liile
525.9 to KMile 528.8) which has required maintenance only one time since

the original dredging was performed im 1659, The maintensnce dredplng was
performed ae 8 result of shoals created by "Hurricane Carla" {n 1961.

Bince the normal shoaling rate is minimal and a dredging frequency has not
been firmly establicshed for this channel reach, we have not scheduled mainte-
nance and therefore do not foresess an imoediate need for the use of your
properties, '

In the event that an erratic shoaling pattern should develop however, the
need to usa your lands will become apparent. Accordingly and in order to
slinminate possible future delays, we plan to mark-up plans showing your
propertiss and coordinate the use of your lands with the various fish and
wildlife and envirommental protection agencies prior to initiating any
acquisitiona for dredga disposal rights from you. As you may know, the use
of any lands for dredgas disposal operations must be environmentally accept-
able and approved for use pursuant to varicus Federal dredging regulations
and lawe.

Once we have scquired the approval of the various environmentalist, we will
know which areas to request the projact sponsor, the City of Aransas Pass,

to obtain from you for pipeline routes, flowage easemsnts and/pr disposal
rights,
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22 April 1975

SWGCO-M
Mr. Baulfe L. Irwin, Jr.

Thank you for the offer of your lands and should there be a need for
further acsistance in this matter, please do not hesitate to inquire,

8inceraly youre,

E. D. McGEHEE
Chief, Construction-
Operations Division
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SUPPLEMENT NO, 14
TRIBUTARY CHANNEL TO ARANSAS PASS

1. PROPOSED ACTION. The proposed Federal actiom is
continued periodic maintenance dredging of the Tributary
Channel to Aransas Pass, The federally authorized project
includes the Tributary Channel to Aransas Pass, the
turning basin and connecting channel,and Conn Browm Harbor,
Improvements to the existing project involve deepening

the waterway from 12 feet to 14 feet below Mean Low Tide
(Corps of Engineers datum) and widening the tributary
channel, mile 3.5 to mile 4.6, from 125 feet to 175 feet,
The tributary channel is 6.1 miles long; the Aransas Pass
Turning Basin, 300 feet wide by 2,200 feet long; and Conn
Brown Harbor, 300 feet wide by 1,000 feet long. Mainte-
nance of the existing project and the improved project

are also included. Currently, the channel requires maine
tenance dredging once every five years with an annual
shoaling rate of approximately 55,000 cubic yards. Main-
tenance dredging is performed by hydraulic pipeline dredge
with dredged materials disposed of in land disposal

areas, The disposal areas for this channel are numbered

1 through 6 and are shown on the figure in the attached
public notice, The next maintenance dredging of the
Tributary Channel to Aransas Pass has not been scheduled,
The proposed action will comply with Federal dredging
regulations 33 CFR 209.145 and Discharge of Dredge or

Fill Material (40 CFR 230).

2. NEED FOR ACTION., Periocdic maintenance is required

to prevent shoaling from halting or restricting navigation
on the channel, Benefits of continued maintenance dredg-
ing of the channel are derived almost entirely from commer-
cial navigation, including inland waterway barge tows and
service vessels. 1In 1974 over 16.6 thousand tons of
cargo were carried over the waterway., The principal
commodities were basic chemicals, basic chemical products,
and marine shells, The economy of the project area is
heavily dependent upon continued use of low cost water-
borme transportation.

3. ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING.
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3.01 The project channel traverses high quality fish and
wildlife habitat. The bay waters are relatively clear

and support large beds of shoalgrass, turtlegrass, and
associated flora., They provide brackish-water habitat for
spotted seatrout, red drum, black drum, sheepshead,
flounder, croaker, bay anchovy, menhaden, shrimp, and
blue crab. Oyster reefs occur in the area and are produc-
tive in years of abundant rainfall, Sport and commercial
fishing is intensive in the project area,

3.02 The tidal flats are sparsely vegetated with patches

of glasswort, saltgrass, and saltflat grass. Disposal
islands also may be vegetated, but many have a barren
surface of sand and shell. There are a few tidal marshes
fringing the barrier islands and the shores of the bays.
Needlerush and cordgrass are common here. The flats and
marshes and the shallower portions of the bays are important
as breeding and nursery habitat for fishes and crustceans.

3.03 Many specles of shore and wading birds inhabit the
project area. Herons, egrets, pelicans, ibises, cranes,
and the roseate spoonbill use the area for resting, feed-
ing, and nesting, Endangered species known to range in the
area include Florida manatee, right whale, sperm whale,
blue whale, finback whale, southern bald eagle, brown
pelican, whooping crane, Eskimo curlew, Arctic peregrine
falcon, American peregrine falcon, American alligator,
Atlantic ridley, hawksbill turtle, and leatherback
turtle, The world's only population of wild whooping
cranes winters on the nearby Aransas National Wildlife
Refuge and disposal islands. These birds are of great
economic importance to this coastal area by virtue of

the tourism which they engender. Their aesthetic value

1s\considered priceless by many people.

3.04 Two bird sanctuaries administered by the National
Audubon Society located in the project area are the Second
Chain of Islands in Ayres Bay and Harbor Island scuthwest
of the Lydia Ann Channel. '

3.05 Waterfowl are seasonally abundant, 1Important species

include the redhead, pintail, widgeon, scaup, teal, shove-
ler, baldpate, and canvasback duck and Canada, snow
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and blue geese, Large numbers of redheads and pintails
feed on the submerged grass beds, The mottled duck, a
resident species, is known to nest on densely vegetated
islands in the bays adjoining and south of the Aransas
National Wildlife Refuge., The numerous duck blinds which
dot the bays and flats are evidence of the intensive
hunting which the area receives,

4, ADVERSE ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS.

4.01 Maintenance dredging of this reach of the Channel

to Aransas Pass will have an adverse effect on the natural
environment., The significance of these effects will vary
according to location of disposal areas, disposal practices,
type of bottom material being dredged, and quantity of
similar surrounding habitat,

4,02 Dredging. The removal of shoal materials accumu-
lated in the channel and basin will disturb or remove
swimming and benthic organisms. However, because of
pollutants found in some sediments, instability of the
sediments, and frequency of maintenance dredging, it is
expected that populations of bottom dwelling organisms
are low in the channel bottom. Other detrimental effects
of dredging include turbidity caused by the action of
the cutterhead assembly, resuspension of pollutants in
that turbid area, and destruction of any fish or crusta-
ceans caught by the cutter or pulled into the pipeline
by the pump. These effects are limited to an area
immediately surrounding the dredge cutterhead,

4.03 Normally, maintenance dredging doces not destroy any
submerged vegetation or oysters, as channel depths pre-
clude development of vegetation because of reduced sunlight
penetration, and the soft materials constantly accumulating
on the channel bottom prevent oysters from developing,
Dredging usually has little effect on motile marine
species, as they are able to avoid the dredge.

4,04 Disposal, The most significant adverse environ-
mental effects are associated with disposal methods rather
than dredging., Disposal practices along this reach are
restricted to land disposal,
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4,05 Land Disposal, Adverse environmental effects of
disposal of dredged material on land include destruction
of vegetation, loss of foraging, feeding, nesting, and
resting areas for birds, mammals, and reptiles; temporary
reduction of air quality in the immeidate vicinity; and
long-term partial suppression of the productivity of the
disposal area,

4,06 When a land area is used for disposal of dredged
materials, most of the vegetation is covered or destroyed,
particularly where containment levees are used. This loss
of vegetation forces birds, mammals, and reptiles to leave
the area until the vegetation recovers. Recovery of the
vegetation usually begins within 6 months to a year.
Considering the very small relative size of the total
area used for disposal when compared to the thousands

of square miles of similar habitat in the surrounding
coastal area, it is doubted that such effects are signifi-
carnt,

4,07 In some instances, the disposal of dredged materials
on land results in the degradation of air quality as a
result of the release of odors, These odors are caused
by the decay of organic materials that had collected on
the channel bottom and decay of vegetation in the disposal
area, If necessary, these odors can be controlled by
chemically treating with a proprietary product containing
essential oils and deodorized kerosene,

4,08 The primary significant long-term adverse environe
mental effect that results from land disposal of mainte-
nance dredged materials 1s the suppression of productivity
in the disposal areas, Because of repeated disposal of
materials, the vegetation is not in a constant state of
maximum preductivity, Maximum productivity occurs only
between the time of full recovery and the next deposition
of sediments. Where a disposal area is used for the

first time, the vegetation will normally change to a lower
quality type. This may permanently lower the productivity
of an area, For this channel reach, changes in vegetation
type will be minimal, since the areas to be used for
disposal have been used previously, and the changes have
already occurred,
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4.09 Disposal of dredged materials in marshes is signi-
ficantly detrimental to the ecology of the surrounding
bay systems, Such disposal has the effect of converting
the highly productive marsh area to a high ground area
with a corresponding change in types of vegetation,
Marshes are highly productive, often contributing as much
as ten tons of organic matter per acre to the bay systems
every year, Because of the high value placed on marsh
lands as primary food source areas, dredging practices
have been changed to avoid disposal in marsh areas
wherever practicable,

5. ALTERNATIVES, All apparent alternative methods have
been investigated in sufficient detail to determine their
viability. Consideration of alternatives includes effects
on the economic and social well-being of the area, state,
and nation, as well as the effects on the natural environ-
ment of the project area. The '"mo action' alternative has
been considered, as well as alternate methods of disposal.
Investigation has indicated that, of all the alternatives
examined, the only environmentally and economically
feasible plan at this time is continued maintenance
dredging and disposal in the manner and locations as
described in the public notice with the recommended
changes described in Section 6 of this summary.

6. RESPONSES TO THE PUBLIC NOTICE. A public notice was
issued 21 October 1974, The notice has been made avail-
able to all interested Federal and State agencies and all
known interested parties, This notice addressed new work
and subsequent maintenance as well as continued maintenance
of the existing project, Four responses to the public
notice have been received, Exxon Pipeline Company
suggested a conference be held with representatives of the
Corps of Engineers to discuss the Galveston District's
intended use of disposal area No. 2. A meeting was held
and additional infomation concerning disposal area No. 2
was requested by Exxon Pipeline. The Corps of Engineers
has furnished all requested information available, The
matter was resolved following a second conference between
representatives of the Corps of Engineers and Exxon Pipe-
line. The Texas Highway Department requested information
on the method of transporting dredged material to disposal
areas Nos, 3 and 4 and plans for handling highway traffic
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on State Highway 361. The Galveston District has fur-
nished all requested information to the Texas Highway
Department. Responses from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service (USF&S) and the National Marine Fisheries Service
(NMFS) recommended that disposal area No. 3 be confined

to the 40 acre tract nearest Texas Highway 361 and that
all effluent drain into the channel paralleling the high-
way. When the channel is improved, disposal area No, 3
will be leveed with a spillway on the side adjacent to the
highway borrow ditch., This disposal area will be enlarged
in the future, as neceded, to contain the material removed
during maintenance dredging operations, The USF&WS and
NMFS also recommended that dredge material be confined

by lev.es in disposal area No. 4 at or above the Mean
High Tide line to mitigate adverse effects on oyster

beds or tidal marsh., This recommendation will be complied
with, Maintenance of levees and drainage structures

prior to and during dredging operations, as recommended
by USF&IS, is routinely acceomplished., As recommended

by NMFS, plans and specifications will be furnished to
Federal and State fish and wildlife agencies prior to
issvance of contracts for dredging.

7. ENVIROMNMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY APPROVAL. In a letter
dated 3 Julv 1975, EPA approved the dredging and dredged
material disposal plan (under 33 CFR 209,143) for one

year provided disposal areas are leveed prior to their
next use. Long term approval was deferred until an
Environmental Statement has been filed with the Council

on Environmental Quality,

476



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
GALVESTON DISTRICT. CORPS OF ENGINEERS
P.O.BOX 1229
GALVESTON, TEXAS T7550

PUBLIC NOTICE NO, IWW-M-6 21 October 1974

NEW WORK AND MAINTENANCE DREDGING
GULF INTRACOASTAL WATERWAY - TRIBUTARY CHANNEL TO ARANSAS PASS

This public notice is issued in accordance with provisions of established
Federal regulations, Title 33 CFR 209.145, concerning tle policy, practice
and procedures to be followed by the Corps of Engineers in connection
with the disposal of dredged material in navigable waters or the trans-
portation of dredged material for the purpose of depositing it in ocean
waters associated with Federal projects.

This notice ig being distributed tc all interested State and Federal agencies
and known interested persons In order to assist in developing facts and
recommendations concerning the proposed continuation of maintenance dredging
activities, Comments must be submitted to the District Engineer at the

N above address on or before 20 November 1974, Laws under which the proposed
dredging 1s to be reviewed:

Federal Water Pollution Control Act
Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972
National Environmental Policy Act of 1969
Fish and Wildlife Act of 1956

Migratory Marine Game-Fish Act

Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act
Endangered Species Act of 1973 1
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966

PROJECT: Gulf Intracoastal Waterway ~ Tributary Channel to Aransas Pass,

PROJECT LOCATION: Near Aransas Pass, Texas in Nueces and Aransas Counties,
Texas.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The Federally authorized project includes the Tributary
Channel to Aransas Pass, the Turning Basin and connecting channel and Conn

.Brown Harbor. Improvements to the existing project involve deepening the water-
way from 12 feet to 14 feet below Mean Low Tide (Corps ©of Engineers datum) and
widening the Tributary Channel, ilile 3.5 to Mile 4.6, from 125 feet to 175 feet,
The Tributary Channel is 6.1 miles long; the Aransas Pass Turning Basin, 300 feet
wide by 2,200 feet long; and Conn Brown Harbor, 300 feet wide by 2,200 feet long,
Maintenance of the existing project and the improved project are also includec.

DISPOSAL AREAS: The City of Aransas Pass, the sponsoring apency, is responsible
for furnishing the necessary rights~of-way, easements, and lands regquired for
improving and msintaining the project. The project utilizes six disposal
areas (see drawing).

[P
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SWGCO-M PUELIC HOTICE NO, LiW-1-6 21 vctober 1974

Disposal Area No, 1 is an existing land disposal arca located northeast of
the Aransas Pass Channel and west of Lvdia Ann Channel on HaerlLor Island.
Toe levees will be constructed, when the site is used in the future, to
prevent flow of materials into adjacent or nearby narshes,

Disposal Area No, 2 is located southwest of the Aransas Pass Channel in an
upland marsh area on Harbor Island. Existing toe levees will be refurbished,
when the site is used in the feture, to confine the excavated materials.

Disposal Area No, 3 is located southwest of the Aransas Fass Channel on
emergent land between South Harbor Island and Stedman Island., Levees will

be constructed, when the site is used in the future, to confine the excavated
materials.

Disposal Area No, &4 is located southwest 0f the Aransas Pass Channel on
Stedman Island., Levees wili be constructed on three sides to prevent flow
of deposited materials and effluent water onto a ncarby read, petroleum
storage facilities which are located on the north, esst and south sides

and into Redfish Bav. llatevial will be allowed to flow ints an existing
borrow area and onto the flats and marsh aica on the west side of the island,

Disposal Area No, 5 is locered north of Areansas Pass and east 2f the GIWW
cat-o0ff channel on an ieland in Redfish Bav, Existing levees will be
refurbished, when the site is used in the future, to confine the excavated
materials,

Disposal Area Bo, € is located east of the Turning Basin on land between the
Turning Basin and the GIWW, This disposal area ie to be used one time

only when improving the project, Levees will be constructed to confine

the excavated materials,

COMPOSITION AND QUANTITY OF MATERIALS: DMaterials to be excavated in
improving and maintaining the preject consist of clays, silts, sands

and shell fragments. Five hundred sixty-nine thousand cubic vards are to
be excavated to improve the project, Shoaling in the chennel is 2 result
of tidal action and wind driven currents in Redfish Bay., The past shoaling
rate of the project was approximately 15,000 cubic yards annually,

METHOD OF DREDGING: The entire Aransas Pass Chsaanel will be deepened to
14 feet and widened to 175 feet between Mile 3.5 to MHile &,6 by contract
pipeline dredge, The overburden shoal and virgin materials will be
deposited in Disposal Areas Kos. 1-5,

The Aransas Pass Turning Bzsin, connecting channel to Conn Brown Harbor,
and Conn Brown Harbor will also be deepened to 14 feet by contract
pipeline dredge. The excavated overburden shoal and virgin materials
will be deposited in Disposal Area No. 6.
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SWGCO-M PUBLIC NOTICE NO, IWW-M-6 21 October 1974

Future maintenance requirements will be performed by contract pipeline
dredge and shoal materfials will be placed in Disposal Arezs Nos. 1 - 5.
Previous dredging frequencies have been about every 36 months,

PROPERTIES ADJACENT TO DISPOSAL AREAS: Disposal Area No, 1 is bound.
by the Aransas Pass Channel on the south, Lydia Ann Channel on the
east and marsh, grass and tidal flats on the north and west.

Disposal Area No, 2 is bound by Aransas Pass Channel on the north and
east , Texas Highway 361 on the west, and an Exxon ofl tank farm on the
south, -

Disposal Area No. 3 is bound by tidal flats on the north, west and south
and a private channel on the east,

Disposal Area No, 4 is bound by Redfish Bay on the east, south and west
and Texas Highway 361 on the north,

Disposal Area No. 5 is bound by Redfish Bay on the east and north, GIWW
on the west, and Aransas Pass Channel on the south,

Disposal Area No, 6 is bound by the Aransas Pass Turning Basin on the
west, the Aransas Pass Channel on the south, GIWW on the east, and
comnmercial areas on the north,

DREDGING BY OTHERS: There has been no significant dredging by others
recently. Non-Federal dredging activities are regulated by the
Department of the Army permit program.

DESIGNATION OF DISPOSAL SITES: The proposed disposal sites have not been
previcusly designated by the Administrator, Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA), However, the use of these sites has been previously
coordinated with EPA for disposal of materials from channel improvements
and subsequent maintenance dredging.

COCRDINATION: The following is a list of Federal, State and local agencies
with whom these activities are being coordinated,

Advisory Council on Historic Preservation

Region VI Environmental Protection Agency

U. 8. Department of Commerce

U, S. Department of the Interior

Eighth Ccast Guard District

Division of Planning Coordination, State of Texas
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department

Texas Historical Commission

Nueces County Navigation District No. 1
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SWGCO-M PUBLIC NOTICE NO. TWW-M-6 21 October 1974
Aransas County Navigation Dictrict No. 1
Commissioners' Court of Aransas County, Texas
Commmissioners' Court of San Patricio County, Texas
Commissioners' Court of Nueces County, Texas
City of Aransas Pass, Texas

ENVIRONMENTAL STATEMENT: A Finz] Envirommental Statement on the channel
improvements was filed with the Council on Environmental Quality on

28 May 1974, Copies of the statement may be purchased from U, S,
Departrent of Cormerce, National Technical Information Service,
Springfield, Virginia 22151, 4An Environmental Statement for raintknance
dredging of the Gulf Intracoastal Waterwav and Tributary Channels

(Texas Section) will be prepared and will include the Channel to Aransas
Pass. The statement is scheduled to be placed on file with Council on
Environmental Quality in the fall of 1975 after having been cnordinated
with the above mentioned agencies.

Any person who has an interest which may te a’fected by the disposal of
this drecdeged material mav request a public hearing, The request must be
submitted in writing to the District Enginecr within 30 davs of the date
of this notice and must clearly set forth the interest which mav be
affected and the manner in which the interest may be affected by this
activity.

Designation of the proposed disposal plan for dredged material assnciated
with this Federal proiect shall be made through the application of
guidelines promulgated by the Administrator EPA in conjunction with the
Secretary of the Army. If these guidelines alone prohibit the designation
of this proposed disposal plan, any potential impairment of the naintenance
of navigation, including anvy econcmic impact on navigation and anchorage
which would result from the failure to use this disposal plan, will

also be considered.

COMMENTS: Persons desiring to express their views or provide information
to be considered in evaluation of the impact of the irprovemsnt and the
continued maintenance dredging in this project are requested to mail their
comments to:

District Engineer

Galveston District, Corps of Engineers
ATTN: SWGECO-Y

P. O. Box 1229

Galveston, Texas 77550

with specific reference toc Public Notice Ho, IWW-M-5 dated 21 October 1974,

1 Incl DOK S. McCOY
Dwg, Oct 74 Coleonel, CE
District Engineer
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IN REFPLY REFER TO:

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR -
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERViCE

et e e R v‘:“ TR .f:':"vf‘-eu.u
PCST OFFiICE BOX 1306

ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO B7103

November 20, 1974

District Engineer

Attn: SWGCO-M

Corps of Engineers, U. 5. Army
Post Office Box 1229
Galveston, Texas 77550

Dear Sir:

By Public Notice No. IWW-M-6, dated October 21, 1974, the U. §.
Fish and Wildlife Service was notified of the Corps of Engineers'
.plans for spoil disposal during new work and maintenance dredging
of the Gulf Intracocastal Waterway - Tributary Channel to Aransas
Pass, HNueces County, Texas.

The following comments have been coordinated with the Texas Parks
and Wildlife Department and the National Marine Fisheries Service:

The six disposal areas indicated on the drawing accompanying the
public notice were developed for new work on the channel with the
assistance of the Service during a planning conference held on
August 26, 1971. At this conference it was determined that spoil
would be placed on the north side of the channel between Stations
16+00 and 50+00 (Disposal Area No. 1), 290+00 and 309400 {(Disposal
Area No. 5}, and between the GIWW and the Aransas Pass Turning
Basin (Disposal Area Mo. 6). Spoil also would be placed south of
the channel between Stations 50+00 and 80+00 (Disposal Area No. 2),
1540400 and 158+00 (Disposal Area Ho. 3), and on Stedman |sland
(Disposal Area No. &). At that conference it was determined that
Area No. 3 would occupy about 40 acres adjacent to the channel.

Spoil disposal operations at Area No. 3 should be restricted to

the emergent 40-acre tract located adjacent to the channel to avoid
further encroachment onto surrounding marsh, grass, and tidal flats.
This area should be ring-leveed and water returned to drainage
ditches paralleling State Highway No. 36] by means of a control
weir.

CONSERVE
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Particular care also should be given to the placement and adequacy
of levees at Disposal Area No. 4. Spoil should be confined to
Stedman lsland and borrow areas adjacent to State Highway No. 361

to maintain the viability of a live productive oyster reef on the
southeast side of the island and a tidal marsh on the southwest side
of the island. In addition, all disposal areas should have levees
either constructed or refurbished prior to discharge of any spoil
materials and drainage of these areas should be directed towards
borrow ditches paralleling State Highway No. 361.

The Fish and Wildlife Service report of October 11, 1974, on
maintenance dredging of the GIWW between San Antonio Bay and Corpus
Christi Bay, which included the Tributary Channel to Aransas Pass,
will be revised to reflect the above provisions.

The opportunity to comment on the spoil disposal aspects of this
project 1s appreciated.

Sincerely yours,

k—
!
. egionad Director
Dept

ccC: '

" Executive Director, Texas Parks and Wild. Dept., Austin, Tex.

Regional Director, Nat'l Mar. Fish. Serv., 5t. Petersburg, Fla.
Area Suprv., NMFS, Envr. Assmt. Div,, Galveston, Tex.

Regional Administrator, EPA, Reg. VI, Dallas, Tex.

Rggional Director, BOR, Albuquerque, N. Mex.

Field Suprv., FWS, Div. of River Basin Studies, Fort Worth, Tex.
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SWCCO-M 20 March 1975

Mr. W. O, Helaom, Jr.

Regional Pirector

U. 8. Fish and Wildlife Servica

P. O. Box 1306 .. )
Albuquerque, New Maxico 87103 o~

Dear Mr, Nelson:

Reference is made to Mr, Jerry Stegman'e letter dated 20 November 1974
concerning Public Rotice No. INW-M-b6 on new work and maintenance dredgzing
of the Gulf Intracorstal Waterway - Tributary Channel to Aransas Fass,
Texas.

Concerning Disposal Area No. 3, the emergent 40-scre tract you refarence

¢ only the portion of that aree to be used for the enlargement of Channel
to Aransas Pass. The public notfce, however, covers not only the new work,
but alzo tha suhsecuent maintenanca of the channsl, Thersfore, the map
which eccormpanied the public notice not only includes a 40-acrs segment

for the chammel improvament, but aleo additional mrea for future mainte-
nance of the project. When the channsl s improved, the emergent land wizzs
be leveed with a2 spillway on the side adjacent to the hizhway borrow ditch.
Yhe digposal sares will then be enlarged {n the future, as needed, to con-
tain the materizl reroved during maintenance dredging operations. Addition-
ally, the size of the disposal ares ahown on the public notice drawing
conforms with those shown in the Datailed Project BReport and the FPinal
Enviropmental Statement for the Channel to Aransas Pass.

In reference to Dispossl Area Mo, &, the areas will be levaed prior to its
next use, Additionally, the remaining dispesal areas will have leveas
afther constructoed or refurbished prior to their use. The dredge effluent
from Disposal Areas Noa., 3 and 4 will ba directed into the borrow ditch
paralleling Btate Highway NHo. 361.

S{ncerely yours, -

Co furnished ' _ 2. D. McGEHEE
Py ! . Chief, Construction=

Field Supsrvicor -
USPWS, Corpus Christi 78411 4821"”“"“' Division



U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE ) )
Nationaf Oceanic and Atmospheric Admiristration

NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE

Duval Building

9450 Gandy Boulevard

St. Petersburg, Florida 33702 ,

December &, 1974

Colonel Don S, McCoy

District Engineer, Galveston District
Department of the Army, Corps of Engineers
Post Office Box 1229

Galveston, Texas 77550

Dear Colonel McCoy:

The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) has reviewed Public Notice
No. IWW-M-6 dated October 21, 1974, wherein the Corps of Engineers
requested comments on spoil disposal plans associated with new work
and maintenance dredging of the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway - Tributary
Channel to Aransas Pass.

We have found that some information in the public notice is inconsistent
with other information we have on the project. For example, the public
notice states that Disposal Area No. 3 is "on emergent land" and,
according to Sheet 1 of 1, encompasses about 120 acres. However, the
detailed project report on the proposed deepening and widening of this
waterway, dated May 14, 1974, states (under Selection of spoil disposal
sites on page 28) that this site is "an existing spoil area and marsh"
(emphasis added). Also, the Final Environmental Statement on the same
project, dated January 30, 1974, describes the area as "a marsh island
previously used as a dredged material disposal area" (emphasis added).

Consistent with our policy that the filling of tidal marshes be kept to

a minimun, the NMFS recommends that Disposal Area No. 3 be confined to

the 40 acre portion nearest Texas Highway 361 as plotted on page IIX - 3
of Appendix III in the detailed project report. Also, all effluent should
drain into the channel paralleling the highway. Should this spoil area
need enlarging, plans for the levees should be ccordinated with the
Federal and State fish and wildlife agencies to insure that tidal marshes
or submerged grass beds are preserved to the maximum extent possible.

Another inconsistency lies in the proposed creation of Disposal Area
No. 4 on Stedman Island. The public notice states, "levees will be
constructed on three sides to prevent flow of deposited materials

and effluent water onto a nearby road, petroleum storage facilities
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which are located on the north, east, and south sides and into Redfish
Bay. Material will be allowed to flow into an existing borrow area

and onto the flats and marsh area on the west side of the islangd"
(emphasis added). However, the detciled project report states 'the

speil area on Stedman Island will be leveed on two sides to prevent

flow of deposited materials and waste water onto existing petroleum
storage facilities and into Redfish Bay. Spoil will be allowed to

spill into a borrow trench excavated bv another apency during construction

of the highway causeway” (emphasis added). Essentially the same state-

ment was made in the Final Envirommental Statement, which also states
that "the western shoreline is an extensive Spartina marsh except in
an existing dredged area near the causeway" and that levees would be
built to prevent flow into the marsh as well as Redfish Bay.

The statements in the detailed project report and the final impact
statement reflect previous ccordination of the plams with State and

Federal fish and wildlife agencies. However, we have recently learned that
the southeast shoreline of Stedman Island (facing Morris and Cummings Cut)
contains a living, productive oyster (Crassostrea virginica) reef that is
extremely valuable estuarine habitat and is also used as a study area by
academic institutions in the Corpus Christi vicinity.

The NMFS, therefore, reconmends that levees be constructed on the south-
east and west sides of Disposal Area No. 4 at or above the mean high tide
line in order to prevent damage to any part of the oyster beds or tidal
marsh. The levees should be built in such a manner that storm tides or
rain would not erode them into the oyster beds and tidal marshes. Also,
the highway side of the disposal area should be left sufficiently open

to allow effluent from the dispeosal area to flow into the borrow ditch

paralleling the highway.

Prior to issuance of contracts for dredging, we recommend that the
detailed plans be submitted to Federal and State fish and wildlife
agencies, including the Area Supervisor, National Marine Fisheries
Service, Environmental Assessment Division, 4700 Avenue U, Galveston,
Texas 77550, for review.

We appreciate the opportunity to comment on the proposed plans of this
Federal project.

Sincerely, -~ = s
! f— : : \ :
1.'/ h - :/;\ R \.'\~
/_ ke | e : / /
William H. Stevenson
Regional Director

486



SWGCO-M 24 March 1975

Mr, William H, Stevenson

" Regional Director

Kational Marine Fisheries Bervice
9450 Gandy Boulevard

Bt. Petersburg, Florida 33702

Daar Mr, Stevenson:

This i{s {n reply to your 6 December 1974 letter concerning Public Xotice
No. IWW-M-6 on new work and maintenance dredging of tha Gulf Intracoastal
Haterwny Tributary Channel to Aransas Pass.,

In reference to Disposal Area No, 3, tha 40-acre tract you reference will
be leveed with a spillway, and the material excaveted while iwproving tha
project will be deposited in this 40-acre segment of Disposal Area No. 3.
When maintenance dredging occurs, the remainder of the ares shown on the
public potice map will be levead, as needed, to contain the material,

The Detafiled Project Report and Final Environmental Statement which you
referenca mddresses only the proposad deepening and widening of the
channel, Even though the description of Disposal Area Ko. 3 contained

in them partesins only to that portion of tha area to be used for the new
work, the maps included in these reports do show the sdditional area that
will be required by future maintenance of the project, Our public notice,
_however, covers the new work and subsequent maintenance dredging of tha
channel. As a result, Disposal Avea No. 3 as shown on the notice does oot
delineate between the portion of tha area to be used for the new work gnd
‘the portion to be used for subsequent maintenance dredging. The area =’
shown on ngtice map does, howaever, represent the same total area showm in
the Detailed Project Report and Final Envirommental Statement.

Concerning Disposal Area FNo. 4, lavees will be constructed as necessary co
prevent weaterly flow onto the oyster beds and ti{dal marshes, As has been
our policy in the past, we will furnish the suggested agencies plans and
- specifications for review during the advertising period for each contract

Thank you for your review and comments.

Sincerely yours,

487  E. D. McGEHEE
Chief, Conatruction~
Operations Division



EX{CNPIPELINE COMPANY

POST OFFICE BOX 2220 - HOUSTON, TEXAS 77001

WM. H HUFFMAN
MANAGER. RIGH] OF WAy & C_AIME

November 4, 1974

Your File: Public Notice #IWW-M-6
‘ 21 October 1974
New Work and Maintenance
Dredging
Gulf Intracoastal Waterway -
Tributary Channel to Aransas
Pass
Our File: 10.2,11 - Harbor Island Terminal

District Engineer
Galveston District
Corps of Engineers
Atetn: SWGCO-M

P. 0. Box 1229
Galveston, Texas 77550

Dear Sir:

We have noticed that Disposal Area #2 as shown on the map accompany-
ing the above public notice appears to include a number of acres of
our private property located at our Harbor Island Terminal. We are
wondering if perhaps this is an error since the description of Dis-
posal Area No. 2 on page 3 of the above notice seems to indicate that
it is the intent to use an area bounded on the south by our oil tank
farm. The area depicted, however, covers a sizeable portion of our
lands. We can not find in our records that any permission or ease-
ment has ever been granted by our company for use of this area as a
spoil disposal area by the Corps of Engineers or the City of Aransas
Pass, the sponsoring agency you have mentioned.

Moreover, use of the areas shown as Disposal Area #2, whether on our
land or State of Texas land, for deposits of a sizeable amount of
spoll would interfere with the natural drainage of our Harbor Island

Tank Farm. The area owned by us and included in Disposal Area No. 2
is quite important to us for future disposal of spoil removed in our
routine maintenance dredging at our Harbor Island Docks.
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District Engineer -2~ November 4, 1974
Galveston District

In view of the above, we feel that a conference between our repre-
sentative and your office should be held immediately to determine
first, whether an error has been made in the description of Disposal
Site #2 and/or whether this company may be affected by the disposal

of the dredged material to the extent that we should request a public
hearing in order to protect our interests. We will contact your of-
fice just as soon as possible and hope that we will be able to resolve
this apparent conflict in a manner satisfactory to all concerned
without the necessity of public hearing.

> Yours very truly,

€207 RIS
S

WHH:mac
cc: Messrs., T. E. Burnett
W. D. Price
R. M. Smith
L. H. Cox, Jr.
13 llll:_ )
. - 1 e
)
\
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EWGCO-H _ _ 27 Bovenbar 1974

Mr, WHlliom H., EBuffousan
Exxon Pipaline Company
r. O, Box 2220
Houston, Taxas 77001

‘Dexr ¥r, Buffman:

Receipt 48 sckrwledges of your leiter dited 4 Eovember 1974 ian resporas
to Publie listica Mo, IiW-2-6, dated 21 October 1574, pertaining to v
werk snd maintennnce marlgi.n'_ of tl: Gulf latransastal Waterwsy - Tributary
Channel to Aransss Paes.

- In your letter, you suzested s weetins be held botwerm your repressntatives
erd ovr v cn o disevir eur foteried uvee o f Dizpusal Ares Ho, 2, On

13 Bovoembar 1974, 8 sstang wos beld to discups if permisaion or essoment
had bean granted by lzon to nze t5a zvea. We hyve usod tia digposal srea
eorvaLst Bircx, tha ¢arliess Buown Clioe wew 1041 and €he woual recent time
was 1971 for our drednins orerstions, HBecsuse we complderad tha crea to

be pubject o tha Sovermaat'es parsmoumt rinht of navigational gervitule,
no disposal ezscment frum Dincma was reguested,

Althouzh vethion wes covclugively rettled st the moeting, you rajuested
additiopal iniormaticn €5 doravadne i wa could jointly use the dispossl

aree. Informetiom resuvested incluled drewvinns aiowing elevalicos in the
area, locztien of Iems, agntitios Lo ba dovnosited in the zrea, end omy
citetiong oY TrEioreDoeR on minusral servitnda. The citrtions wers
furnished Ly talonhora. W@ g3e prasently accuwalating tha other fnformation
requestod cald wiil fousamed it to you in the near futsre.

Ya =pprecints your coorsrniivenese 1 digeursinn ¢his wmatter amd look
forvard to esclting with you after your voview of the matarial we will
‘be fernighisg shortly.

Bivcerely yours,

E. D. McCERER

Chief, Conatruction-
Uperstious Division -
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SWECED-DP 24 January 197%

Mr. Hi114{am H. Huffman

Manager, Rirhis of Vay & Clainms
Exxon Pipeline Corpany

P. 0. Box 2220

Houston, Texas 77001

Desr Wr, Huffman:

This 1s in response to vour letter of 4 Noverber 1974 and to
confirm our reeting of 13 loverber 1974 concerning the proposed
plan to dredoc the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway - Tributary
Channel to Aransas Pass.

A topocraphic rap of the proposed Disposal Area ho. 2 shown

on Public Hotlce o, Ti-M-6 dated 21 October 1974 concerning
the above mentioned project §s fnclosed, The tract line of
Survey S€0 as transposed Trom €£xxon Fineline Company's drawing,
Harbor Island Tank Farm Area, Survoy 236 and Survey SG3, Nueces
County, Texas, dated 22 Auqgust 1951 is indicated in red on the
tepographic map.

A meeting to discuss the matter further can be arranced at
your convenience with Fr, James Benham, telephone number
{713) 763-1211, extension 327,

Sincerely yours,

D. T. GRAHAM

Chief, Engineering Division
1 Incl
As stated

Copy furnished v/incl:

Hr. Walter 7. Tull

Assfstant District Manager
Exxon Pipeline Company

P. 0. Box 4316

Corpus Christi, Texas 78408
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EX(ON PIPELINE COMPANY

POST OFFICE BOX 2220 - HOUSTON, TEXKAS 77001

W H MUFFAN
MANAGER PGHT OF WaY & CLAIMS

February 24, 1975

Your File:

Qur File:

hY

District Engineer
Galveston District
Corps of Engineers

ATTENTION: SWGCO-M
P. 0. Box 1229
Galveston, Texas 77550

Bear Sir:

Public Notice #IWW-M-6

21 October 1974

New Work and Maintenance
Dredging

Gulf Intercoastal Waterway

Tributary Channel to Aransas
Pass

10.2.11 - Harbor Island
Terminal

This letter is to confirm the verbal agreements reached in a
second meeting, which was held between your representatives and ours
in the Exxon Building in Houston on February 19, 1975; namely, that:

1. Exxon Pipeline Company hereby consents to the deposit of
dredged material on its private property at its Harbor
Island Terminal in Nueces County, Texas, within the area

designated "spoil area No.

2"" on the attached plat, in

connection with the above-captioned project, as proposed

in the above-captioned public notice and in subsequent

meetings between our respective representatives,

2. We understand that the dredged material will be spread,
insofar as practical, in a somewhat uniform manner consis-
tent with good dredging and disposal techniques and that
when the project is complete drainage away from our terminal,
if blocked by dredged material, can be re-established in
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District Engineer -2~ February 24, 1975
Galveston District
Corps of Engineers

a mutually satisfactory manner.

3. Exxon Pipeline Company's consent to the deposit of the
dredged material in the designated area is not to be con-
strued in any way as an acknowledgment on our part of the
existence of a servitude cwned by the Corps of Engineers.

We wish to express our appreciation to your representatives for
their courteocus attention to our views, and for the additional informa-
tion they have furnished to enable us to more fully evaluate the ef-
fects of this project on our property at Harbor Island.

Yours very truly,

y :\}-1‘ E /
((’ L—"ﬁ("“’ \‘67-7] sl | e
v

WHH:mac

cc: Mr. T, E. Burnett
Mr. L. H. Cox, Jr.
Mr, W. D. Price
Mr. R. M. Smith, Jr.
Mr. M. B. Grove
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COMMISSION STATE HIGHWAY ENGINEER

B. L. CEBERRY
REAGAN HOUSTOMN, CHAIRMAN TEXAS H]GHWAY DEPARTMENT
DEWITY C. GREER 11T AND BRAZIOS
CHARLES E. SIMONS AUSTIN, TEXAS 78701

November 1, 1974

IN REPLY REFER TO
FILE NO.

. D-5
SUBRJECT: Corps of Engineers pPublic Notice

Maintenance Dredging in Tributary Channel
to Aransas Pass

District Engineer

Department of the Army

Galveston District, Corps of Engineers
P. O. Box 1229

Galveston, Texas 77550

Dear Sir:

We have reviewed Public Notice Ko, IWW-M-6 dated October 21,
1974 concerning maintenance dredging in the above channel,
It is noted that spoil disposal areas No. 3 and No. 4 are
located across S.H. 361 from the channel. Please advise the
method to be utilized to transport spoil material to these
disposal areas and plans for handling highway traffic,

If highway traffic is to be disrupted at any time during the
dredging coperations, we desire further contact from you in
order to establish satisfactory means of providing for the
safety and convenience of the traveling public,

Sincerely yours

B. L., beBerry
State Highway Engineer

e Henneberger
ridge Engineer
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SWGCO-M 11 ‘Novewber 1974

Mr. Wayne Henneberger

Bridge Engineer

Taxas Highway Department

11th aud Braros

Austin, Texss 78701 . .

- Daar Mr, Eennsbergar:

Raceipt ix acknouledged of your comments concerning Public Hotice

No, IWW-M-6, dated 21 Octcber 1974, pertaining to masiptenance and

new work dredging of the Tributary Channal to Aransas Pags. The
eethod used to treasport dredece materisls from tha channel to Dispoaal
Areas Hog, 3 and & is to run the pipaline acress Steate Highway 361
through culverts or vonder bridges o as not to inteyxfere with highwvay
traeffic at all, We have succeesiully used this method of disposal in
the past. :

.

Thaok you for your concern and comments.
- ' limnliéqyom,

E. D, MeGRHEE
Chief, Construction-
Operations Division
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_ % UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
4 ; REGIOMN VI
160G PATTERSON
DALLAS. TEXAS 75201

JUL O 5195
CERTIFIED MAIL: RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED (787693)

Colonel Don S. FcCoy
District Engineer ‘ -
Galveston District

Corps of Engineers

P. 0. Box 1229

Galveston, Texas 77550

Dear Colonel McCoy:

W2 have ccempleted our review of youwr proposed plan for new work
and for maintanence drodging "Guif Intracoastal Matervay- Tributary
Channel to Aransas Pass" as covered in Public Motice No. IWd-M-5
dated QOctober 21, 1974. Ve have also reviewad your June 10, 1975,
Staterment of Findings concerning this project in accordance with
33 CFR 209.145.

Your proposed plan is approved for one year provided the follow-
ing recoimendation is adopted:

Disposal Areas shall be leveed prior to their
next use.

Since, as stated in your put1ic notice, an Environmental Impact
Statement has rot been prenared for maintenance dredging, we have
deferred consiceration of long term approval of your dredging pler
until tha final Environmaental [mpact Statemeni has been filed with
the Council on Environmental Quality.

Sincerely yours,

John C. White _
Acting Regional Administrator T
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